Credit Advancement Procedure for Policy 7.3.8
Cullman City Schools

Credit Advancement

Credit advancement is a term used to describe a program by which a student may
earn high school credits through performance on written, oral, and/or performance
examinations. Such examinations must be aligned with all required standards in the
given subject area. Students must obtain a score of 80% or greater on the
examination to earn credit, and the assigned grade for the earned credit will be equal
to the score achieved on the examination. If the score is less than 80%, then no grade
or credit is earned. Students may only attempt an examination for any particular
course one time. No grade weighted credits (Pre-AP, AP, etc.) may be

earned through this method.

For a student to be eligible for credit advancement he or she must:

1. Be recommended by a Cullman High School teacher for the subject being considered
for credit advancement.

2. Have an overall 3.5 or higher current GPA.

3. Have state summative test scores that support an above grade-level proficiency of content in
the subject/course being considered for credit advancement.

4. Complete a Request for Credit Advancement form, signed by the parent or guardian, the high
school counselor, and the high school principal (Attachment A).

Courses approved for credit advancement include:

English

* English 10 1.0 credit
* English 11 1.0 credit
* English 12 1.0 credit

Math

» Geometry 1.0 credit

* Algebra 1 with Probability 1.0 credit
* Algebra 2 with Statistics 1.0 credit
* Precalculus 1.0 credit

Science

* Biology 1.0 credit

* Physical Science 1.0 credit

* Chemistry 1.0 credit

» Earth and Space 1.0 credit

» Environmental Science 1.0 credit



Social Science

» US History | 1.0 credit
» US History Il 1.0 credit
* Government 0.5 credit
* Economics 0.5 credit

Credit advancement examinations may only be offered between July 1 and August 1. Students
must register for exams at least one month in advance of the testing date to allow time for the
examination in a given subject to be prepared and for proctors to be secured. The examination
may include performance items that must be observed and scored by a teacher certified in the
course being assessed.

A fee may be collected from students not to exceed $50 per exam, and these funds may be
used to pay teachers by the hour for exam preparation, proctoring, and scoring. Students
receiving free or reduced lunch may have their fee reduced to $25.

After the examination, principals will review the results and direct the registrar in writing to add
earned credits and grades to individual student transcripts accordingly.



Credit Advancement Frequently Asked Questions

What is credit advancement?

Credit advancement allows students who already know most of the standards taught in a
particular course to prove mastery of course content by successfully completing an assessment
covering the standards for that course.

In which classes can students attempt credit advancement?
Students can attempt credit advancement in most core classes (math, science, English, and
social sciences).

What is the process for attempting credit advancement?

Students interested in attempting credit advancement should contact the school counselor to
schedule an appointment to obtain the required forms and discuss eligibility for credit
advancement. All credit advancement exams will be given on campus and will be proctored by
the principal’s designee. There is a $50.00 fee to participate in credit

advancement. (Students receiving free or reduced lunch may have their fee reduced to $25.)
Parent permission is required to participate in credit advancement. (Attachment A)

Students attempting credit advancement will take a comprehensive exam covering all of the
standards of the course. A mastery score of 80 or above must be obtained to receive credit for
the course through credit advancement. After receiving their score on the comprehensive exam,
the student has the option of accepting the grade through credit advancement or pursuing the
course through traditional means. If the student accepts the comprehensive exam score, it will
be included in the calculation of their grade point average.

How will students’ grades for credit advancement courses be calculated?

The grade of the comprehensive exam will serve as the final grade and will be posted directly to
the transcript in a separate column, indicating that the credit was earned through credit
advancement. Credit advancement courses are not weighted. Note that students earning credit
via credit advancement will not be eligible for valedictorian or salutatorian status.

How many credits can students earn through credit advancement?
There is a limit of two credits per year that a student can earn through credit advancement.

Who is eligible to attempt credit advancement?
All rising tenth grade through twelfth grade Cullman City Schools’ students with a GPA of 3.5 or
higher are eligible to attempt credit advancement.

How many times can students attempt credit advancement in each course?
Students will be permitted to attempt credit advancement one time per course.

When can students take credit advancement exams?
Credit advancement exams must be taken between July 1 and August 1. Students should
contact their counselor to schedule an appointment to take credit advancement exams. New



students who are not enrolled in Cullman City Schools by August 1 are not eligible to take credit
advancement for that academic year.

How can | prepare for credit advancement exams?

All credit advancement exams are based on the Alabama courses of study, which are
located at https://alex.alsde.edu. Students may prepare for credit advancement exams by
reviewing the standards in the related course of study.

Are credit advancement classes approved by NCAA, the Alabama High School Athletic
Association and other organizations?

Admission and eligibility requirements of various organizations are subject to change,

and it is the student’s responsibility to consult with outside organizations such as

universities, the Alabama High School Athletic Association, NCAA, etc. to determine

how credits earned through credit advancement might affect eligibility, admissions, or

status. Credit advancement courses are not approved by NCAA.


https://alex.alsde.edu

Attachment A
CREDIT ADVANCEMENT REQUEST FORM

l, would like to request the opportunity to obtain credit for
(Student name)

through credit advancement. | have obtained a

(Name of course)
recommendation of my Cullman high school teacher, and my high school counselor has
documented my above-average ability through a review of my performance on state
assessments of achievement. | realize that | must obtain a score of 80 or above on the
comprehensive exam for the course requested to be eligible for credit advancement. After
receiving my score on the comprehensive exam, | have the option of accepting the grade (if 80
or above,) or pursuing the course through traditional means. Should | accept the exam score, it

will be used in the calculation of my grade point average.

Student Signature Date
Parent/Guardian Signature Date
Counselor Signature (Attach documentation) Date
Teacher Signature Date

Principal Signature Date



